Celebration of the Life and Achievements

of
ROBERT PASCHAL BURNS

Sunday, February 26, 2006
Long View Center, Raleigh, North Carolina

WELCOME

Marvin J. Malecha, FAIA
Dean, NC State University College of Design

Thomas M. Barrie, AIA
Director, School of Architecture

Edwin F. “Abie” Harris, FAIA (1957 Bachelor of Design in Architecture)
University Architect Emeritus

Roger H. Clark, FAIA
Professor, School of Architecture

musical interlude

Peter Samton, FAIA
Partner, Gruzen and Samton, LLP

John L. Atkins IIl, FAIA (1966 Bachelor of Design in Architecture)
President, O’Brien/Atkins Associates, PA

Anne Raines, AlA (2000 BEDA & 2001 B.Arch.)
Architect, ArchPlan, Inc.

musical interlude

Robert “Adam” Burns
with Emily Carter Smith and Linda Paige Burns

CLOSING REMARKS
Marvin J. Malecha, FAIA

Music provided by Glenn Ingram and Elmer Gibson.

The NC State University College of Design is hosting a reception at Caffé Luna (136 East Hargett Street) immediately following the celebration.
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THE COLLEGE OF DESIGN would like to thank the following alumni, friends, and colleagues of
BOB BURNS, who have contributed as of February 21, 2006, more than $100,000 to create the
ROBERT P. BURNS MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT. The income from the endowment will be used to

complement the Robert P. Burns Lectures and Seminars on Structural Innovations Endowment

established by EDUARDO CATALANO and will also provide additional support for the students
and faculty of the School of Architecture.

Dallas C. Abee, Jr.

Carla and Bernard Abramczyk
Adams Products Company

AlA Triangle, a section of the American
Institute of Architects

Allen and Pinnix, PA, Noel Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Laurin B. Askew, Jr.
Sandra and John L. Atkins Il

Carol W. Atwood

Christine M. Baermann

Donald W. Barnes

Lisa and Thomas Barrie

Beal & Quinn, PLLC

Bertolini-Felice Family

Binda Family

Georgia Bizios

Allison and David R. Black

Martha B. and John I|. Brooks, Jr.
Ann C. and John Caldwell

Dr. Philip B. Carter

Susan Toplikar and Mike Cindric
Judy and Roger H. Clark
Clearscapes, PA, Steven D. Schuster
ColeJenest & Stone, Michael S. Cole
Corley Redfoot Zack, Inc., Glenn D. Corley
Lisa Kulisek and J. Scott Crowe
Vickie and Henry D. Dagit IV
Meredith J. Davis

Aixa Morales-Diaz and Lope Max Diaz
Dixon Weinstein Architects PA,

Ellen L. Weinstein

Donna P. Duerk

Harry Ellenzweig

Fentress Bradburn Architects Ltd.,
Curt Fentress

Elizabeth and S. Scott Ferebee, Jr.
C.R. Francis

Nnenna and Philip G. Freelon

The Freelon Group

FTCC Architectural Technology
Organization

Anne E. and J. Arthur Gordon

Kate and Charles Green

Richard W. Hall

Jacqueline H. Harper

Edwin F. “Abie” Harris, Jr.

Elizabeth and Robert S. Harris

Dottie and Bob Haynes

Highcroft Community

Hobbs Architects, P.A.

Cheryl Walker and Jeffrey A. Huberman
Mark A. Humienny

Ann F. and Gene W. Jones

Lena and Yu S. Jung

Julie B. and Kerry A. Kane

Haig Khachatoorian

Joyce Watkins King and Gary M. King
Karen Ireland Koestner and

Steven Koestner

Martina and Maurice LaBiche
DeeAnne P. and Roderic S. Leland, Jr.
Davis H. Liles

LS3P/Boney

The LSV Partnership, Walter T. Vick Il
Cindy and Marvin Malecha

Mary and Mark McClear and family
Beverley and C. Edward McCauley
Mimi and Claude E. McKinney

Julie G. McVay

Anna Marich and Erik V. Mehlman
Peggy Lyn Middleton

Kelley A. Moore

Deborah G. and Jeffrey S. Morgan
O’Brien/Atkins Associates PA

William O’Brien

Odell Associates Inc., Marley P. Carroll

Sherry O’Neal

Richard A. Paschal

Michael Pause

Pearce, Brinkley, Cease & Lee Architecture
Richard Peters

Pamela and J.J. Peterson, Jr.

Anne B. Raines and Eric Leland
Christine Nalepa and J. Patrick Rand
Theresa Rosenberg

Emily and Peter Samton

Linda W. Sanders

Bruce H. Schafer

Jackie and Don P. Schlegel

Anne B. and Ted G. Seawell

William M. Singer

Susan and G. Milton Small Ill

Diane and David Smith

Sylvia E. and Dean O. Smith
Jeanette W. and Macon S. Smith
Robert H. Stephens

James M. Stevenson, AIA

Juanita Shearer-Swink and Rodney Swink
Banks C. Talley, Jr.

Kim Tanzer

Frederick M. Taylor

Horace D. Taylor, Jr.

Walton R. Teague

Patricia M. and John O. Tector
Holly and Paul Tesar

TFF Architects & Planners, LLP
M.E. Traer

Hazel G. and Worth B. Tudor, Jr.
Barbara M. Wallace

Gwen and Lloyd G. Walter

Barbara S. and Douglas D. Westmoreland
Barbara Wiedemann

Charles E. Woodall

For additional information on this fund, contact the College of Design External Relations office at 919-515-8313 or design@ncsu.edu.










RObert PaSChal Burns, FAIA, an architect and teacher who was known

nationally as a mentor, friend and leader of his profession, died tragically in an automobile accident
near his Chatham County, North Carolina, retirement home.

His loss is deeply felt among professional and academic colleagues, students and North Carolinians
who have been positively influenced by his uncommon dedication to the quality of life experienced
through architecture. His loss is similarly felt among architectural educators across the United States.
As an architect he incorporated the traditions of his North Carolina heritage with the precepts of
modernism. His teaching, writing, and interaction with the community reflected his love for historic
preservation. His appreciation for the work of Frank Lloyd Wright was reflected in his teaching as
well as in his understanding of modern architecture. In education, Professor Burns’ life is a story of
his involvement with the development, evolution, teaching, and study of architecture at the College of

Design. He became the stable figure upon which founding Dean Henry Kamphoefner depended. As

a leader within the faculty, his contributions established the study of architecture at NC State as the




education of design professionals prepared to assume roles of
responsibility in society.

Although a talented architect in his own right, Robert Burns
chose the path of a teacher. Through his role as an educator his
influence is far-reaching. The most tangible result of his passion
and commitment are generations of individuals who have risen
to places of considerable influence as practicing architects,

teachers of architecture, and academic administrators with

national leadership positions. His life in design is best understood as a teacher of teachers, a mentor
to architects, and a man who nurtured the best in all who came to know him. Professor Burns will
be remembered not for the buildings he designed, but for the people he inspired. His continuing
dedication to the work of Eduardo Catalano not only amplified his roots in the foundation of the College

of Design, but also made evident the importance of structure as the underlying inspiration in his




disciplined, reasoned approach to building design. Although
his importance as a distinguished professor grew, his persona
among students was that of a gentle, caring human spirit. His
was a spirit of hope and optimism. This spirit pervaded his
love for teaching and the love extended toward him by those

he taught.

A final enduring mark of his legacy within the College is
the leadership he provided in the reemergence of The Student
Publication of the College of Design. Following the establishment of a supporting endowment through
an alumni campaign, Professor Burns undertook the task of connecting the legacy of a dormant student
publication with a proud history to a new audience. His patience in guiding the production of the
publication (volume 30) with an eager group of students further exemplified his extraordinary ability

as a master teacher. The result, both a nostalgic catalogue of past efforts and a stimulating discourse on




BB

design education, is an inspiration for all those who will follow. It is a fitting reminder of his love for
the carefully crafted sentence. This publication will forge a link with students of the future to the rich
history of the College of Design.

Professor Burns, a native of Roxboro, North Carolina attended Wake Forest College (now University)
and North Carolina State College (now University) where he received a Bachelor of Architecture degree
in 1957. In that same year he won the 44th Paris Prize in Architecture enabling him to study at the
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris and to travel in Europe for a year. In 1961 he entered the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (m1T) and received the Master of Architecture degree a year later. After several
years practicing as an architect in the office of Eduardo Catalano in Cambridge, Massachusetts, working
on such projects as the MIT Student Center and the Julliard School of Music in New York, he returned
to Raleigh to join the faculty of the School of Design at NC State University. He was promoted to full
professor and served as the head of the Architecture Department from 1967 to 1974 and from 1983 to
1991. When the School of Design became the College of Design in 2000, the Architecture Department




was recognized as the School of Architecture. Professor Burns was then appointed as the Director of
the School for the 2001-2002 academic year.

As an architect and an educator, Professor Burns received state and national recognition for his
work. He directed a statewide study of North Carolina court facilities for the Administrative Office of
the Courts published in 1978 as 100 Courthouses. The recommendations from this study have helped
guide the expansion and improvement of judicial facilities in North Carolina and acted as a model for
similar studies across the nation. In 1979, Professor Burns was elected president of the Association
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (acsa), the national organization of architectural education. He

was selected as a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects in 1979 for his achievements in design




and education. In 1995 he was chosen
as an ACSA Distinguished Professor,
a distinction reserved to less than one

percent of architecture faculty in North

America. In 1996, North Carolina State
University awarded him the Alexander
Quarles Holladay Medal for Excellence,
the highest award to a faculty member in
recognition of distinguished service. The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi bestowed the 1998 National
Artist Award on Professor Burns in recognition of “his genuine interest in contributing to the education
of students and to the improvement of architecture.” Most appropriately, given his close relationship to
Dean Henry Kamphoefner, Professor Burns was presented the 2003 Gertrude S. Carraway Award of

Merit by Preservation North Carolina for his preservation and addition to the Kamphoefner home.




The American Institute of Architects North
Carolina Chapter awarded Professor Burns the
William Henly Dietrick Service Medal in 2004.
In the spring of 2004 he was also recognized
with the inaugural Isosceles Award of the AIA
Triangle Section.

Professor Burns was the son of the late
Robert Paschal Burns, Sr., a respected attorney
and state legislator, and the late Marjorie Lacy Burns. He leaves his wife, also a respected architect,
Norma DeCamp Burns, Fa1a, and his son Robert Adam Burns (a 1988 graduate of the College of
Design), daughter Emily Carter Smith and her husband Barry, daughter Linda Paige Burns and
grandchildren Everet Ella Smith and Walker Aaron Smith. His brothers Paul and Norvel Burns and his

sister Betsy Burns Kennington also survive him. % wairen sy marvin g MaLECHA, Fala, DEAN




REMEMBERING ROBERT PASCHAL BURNS

James Easton Rains, Jr., AlA
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“In every moment spent
with Bob,
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f ! t Frederick Taylor

Marshall Dunlap Jr.
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“There was always a twinkle in his eye as if he had seen
something you had missed, and a shy grin on his face as
if he knew something that you should know. His presence

brought a humble demeanor and a sense that the water ran “My admiration for his talent, both as an architect and a teacher, is unquestionably of the
deep for him and it did. His thoughts were always on the mark highest order. His generosity and devotion to his love of teaching will never be forgotten.”

and his words brought an air of intelligence and confidence

to any discussion. Our contact was usually through various Richard C. Peters, FAIA

meetings of professional associations and | remember that Friend and professional colleague

many a contentious meeting was calmed by his appropriate
comment or a dull group would be sparked by a wry bit of wit
at the right time. We had many long meetings of serious issues

followed by many long dinners with his delightful stories and “My respect for what Bob
his insightful observations did at N.C. State grew as his
Our friendship was rekindled this year with the Hendersonville students came north to New York
Mill Center competition. The community of Hendersonville to make their own contribution
values the foundation he laid for that project and | (some to work with my firm) or “Who better epitomized the spirit of
appreciated the opportunity to again enjoy his company and as | went south to visit and teach the school as it was conceived? Bob was
again be reminded of his commitment to a community, his a studio course and to complete the standard bearer of the heritage that
understanding of a place and, most importantly, his overriding a few buildings in downtown continues to make the College of Design
love of architecture.” Raleigh. It was there that | a special place. Bob, in his gentle, wise,
learned to really appreciate his insightful way, was the first to remind us
William G. McMinn, FAIA incredible patience and serenity, that the exhilarating process of the creative
Friend and professional colleague working with his students to place act is built upon the foundation of profound
NC State high on the map of thinkers and gifted makers. We have lost a
architecture schools treasure, since Bob did not just educate us
We continued to treasure our about the school’s legacy but also witnessed
“Bob demonstrated to us what a true architect encounters, two very different it and shaped it from its very beginning.”
should be through his character, his talents and his architects with opposite life-styles.
| dedication to our profession.” | looked forward to our meetings, Turan Duda, AIA
to seek his counsel. | too, became BEDA 1976
Julie M. McLaurin, AIA a "student-in-spirit” of the
} BEDA 1989 and BArch 1990 NC State School of Design
| thanks to Bob Burns.”
Peter Samton, FAIA
Friend and professional colleague
“Bob was my first friend in Raleigh and
remained so for more than 45 years. He
was of great help to me in my first years
of teaching and we shared many, many
interests. He was a warm and very brilliant “His leadership in the profession was
person. His dedication to the school exceptionally broad—demonstrated, as
has not been equalled. He was a true, example, by his strong advocacy for historic
Southern gentleman.” preservation at a school that has long been “When it comes to the idea that excellent design can
known for its modernist tradition.” make an enormous difference in the quality of life for
Brian Shawcroft, AlA an entire society, Bob Burns was a true believer.”
Former architecture faculty member Steven D. Schuster, AlA
BEDA 1973 Mike Segal

BEDLA 1976
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December 77, 1933 —October 28, 2005




